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It is a pleasure to be with you today and it is an honor to be able to address such a
distinguished group of Americans, who chose a course of action in 1977 which has 
brought the Republican Party to the verge of recapturing the White House and 
perhaps the Halls of Congress. It is a course of action that is successful by any 
historical or political perspective and it is even more remarkable because it 
occurred in just over three years.

This was not the result of random effort or luck. Hard work, the spirit of communal 
accomplishment and leadership are responsible and it speaks well for the future of 
our party.

There is no comparison between the condition of our party four years ago and that 
of today, as there is none between the sense of despair and the anticipation of 
success. When we look at the numerical health of our members in Congress, the 
State legislatures, and local offices, we can say that the State of the party is good, 
and getting better.

Through the efforts of all present today, our grassroots work has produced a 
momentum which, if continued, will once again place the responsibility for 
determining domestic and foreign policy in Republican hands. And, if this 
momentum is an accurate sign of our determination, we will once again be the 
party in power, and not the loyal opposition.

As we prepare for the fight to regain the seats of government this year, as we enter 
a new decade and perhaps as we enter a new era for America, the issue is not are 
we prepared to win elections, but are we prepared to lead this nation?

The Republican Party has in place many excellent programs to help us win 
elections; the cooperative spirit prevails and many fine men and women are already 
competing to seek offices in Washington and in the states.

But the critical times in which we live demand that the Republican Party be able to 
provide answers to the very difficult questions the new world order is demanding 
and our own citizens are hoping for.



Our citizens have seen their incomes, their savings, and sadly perhaps, their hopes 
dispatched by inflation. Recently, our citizens have seen our great land cursed in 
Iran and ignored by the Soviets; and we have seen that well-intentioned 
government policies fail because of high costs and poor organization.

Are we willing, when we inherit the leadership of the country, to accept conditions 
as they are without looking over our shoulder to offer explanations as to why the 
country and the world is in the condition that it is, for better or worse?

And most important, are we in a position today to fully realize that events are 
underway, and that it is our solemn responsibility to anticipate the state of domestic 
and global affairs, and analyze our ability to handle these if we strive to win?
What we anticipate to achieve for the good of all people will be more a measure of 
our ability to recognize what we shall inherit, than our success at the polls. Great 
wisdom is derived from historical perspective, but that perspective must only be 
used to clearly illuminate what will face us in years to come.

There is no question that alternative solutions can be offered after every turn of
the current administration's actions. The only important fact is that these actions do 
take place and begin a chain of complex events which, at one point, the 
Republicans will intercept and must face head-on.

That the seizure of American hostages may possibly indicate a miscalculation in 
current foreign policy rather than a random and convoluted series of isolated 
events should not be the focus of our concern. This tragic incident has initiated a 
complex and shifting political, economic, and geographical situation which has 
begun to alter the stability and perspective of the free world.

This, coupled with a growing Soviet domination of and influence over the Middle 
East will, during the next few months, create a new order of priorities in countries 
which border the Soviet Union and have traditional ties with the U.S. and western 
industrial countries. We will inherit the humanly difficult task of sorting economic 
and ideological policies in these cases and have few options when dealing with this 
domination by force. And, most critical, we face the decision of tactical 
intervention to preserve what traditionally has been a western source of strength.



We will face a growing deterioration of established international processes for 
solving disputes and find support only through our strength and posture, and that 
because of this, feel the pressure to abandon the doctrines of fair play and act only 
as moral as the particular situation deserves.

There will be a growing propaganda war against not only America, but most 
western industrialized countries over the need for natural resources which 
developing countries export. Soviet tactics will continue as before, pitting the U.S. 
against the Third World while it continues to increase the number of strategic 
countries along its border.

We will be forced because of our leadership position, to choose between retracting 
a peaceful solution which underneath resembles global concessions or exerting a 
policy backed by the willingness to engage this expansionism on a tactical level.
Our relationship with China will have to be one based on long term social, 
technological, and practical interests. We cannot build one on geographic and 
military expediency to preserve the friendship, thereby straining our ties with other 
Asian allies.

While, all along, every turn of events against America will affect our own 
economic and domestic stability, challenging us to abandon common sense to 
secure short term solutions. Our domestic policy will be ties so irrevocably to 
available sources of energy that any jolt internationally will produce a measure of 
failure not only at home, but also abroad.

As we prepare to enter this new era, we as a Party and as a nation must take up the 
cudgel and wield it with the skill of a .350 hitter in baseball. The challenge which 
confronts us will be to provide not only that amorphous term leadership, but 
actually to control our destiny.

We can no longer cope in this modern world by merely reacting to events in Iran, 
Afghanistan, the Far East, or wherever. We can no longer allow our energy policies 
to be dictated in the Middle East. We must take control of our destiny by 
harnessing our own energy supplies, by reducing inflation, by elevating the role we 
play in the world.



Much of the agenda for the 1980's is already set. Energy, the economy, the 
emergency of the Third World. We must cope with those developments and provide 
the leadership necessary to make nation strong, confident and honored.
We are preparing a platform which will carry our Party into 1980. This is an
aggressive and concise evaluation of the events as they exist and the approach we 
will take to them. With my strongest personal appeal I ask that each of you accept 
that the criticism of current events simply identifies our own shortfall -- none of us 
can realistically assume that this will change events as they exist. The platform is 
an effective tool for identifying the principles of our party and of Republicans as 
human beings, but we need to look past the platform to truly understand what we 
will do once we've gained the leadership of the country.

Yes, the Republican Party will lead this country again, but we do not deserve this if 
we harbor illusions that answers will come once we're there. We must clearly focus 
on the future and clearly define the complexities of problems we will encounter.
If the party and we, as individuals, take this approach now, each step forward will 
measure success and build a confidence throughout this country for our ability to 
act concisely with concern for the future of our generation, and we will leave a 
sound inheritance for our successors.

A consuming challenge confronts us; let us go forth to meet it aggressively, with 
courage and faith, with humor and understanding. The opportunity is ours to seize; 
the consequences of our actions will determine the course of the future, a privilege 
enjoyed only by peoples prospering under a Republican form of government.
Robert Penn Warren wrote that we must go out, "into the convulsion of the world, 
out of history into history and the awful responsibility of time". An awesome 
responsibility does await us, but it is ours, to grasp, to shape, to use. We shall use it 
to go forward, to seek a better time, to improve the quality of life for all our 
people. It can be done, and we shall strive to do it.


