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By the Honorable Pierre S. du Pont 

On behalf of all Delawareans, I want to congratulate the Delaware Bar Foundation 
on two counts. First, the Foundation has established a most worthy mission: to 
foster programs and projects that will offer professional development opportunities 
for lawyers and will enhance the public's understanding of the legal community. 
More importantly, however, the Foundation has charged itself with the task of 
developing and sponsoring mechanisms for providing legal services to the 
disadvantaged. That will be no small undertaking, but it is an effort the legal 
community must address if the general public is to understand both the problems 
and opportunities of our profession. 

Second, and more specifically, is another project undertaken by the Delaware Bar 
Foundation: the publishing of Delaware Lawyer. This publication will fill a 
considerable void; there currently exists no vehicle by which lawyers or other 
interested members of the community may address important legal issues facing 
the State or nation. This journal, therefore, will be an important tool to increase 
communication among members of the Bar, between the Bar and the state's 
lawmakers, and between the Bar and the general public. Such a service promises to 
enrich our public dialogue, enhance our appreciation of law, lawyers and the legal 
culture, and thereby to increase our understanding of one another. And for that the 
Foundation and all those responsible for this new publication deserve our gratitude 
and our thanks. 

Indeed, this initial issue of Delaware Lawyer illustrates the type of exemplary 
service the journal will be performing. Articles by two recognized experts on 
workmen's compensation, for example, will outline the pros and cons of legislation 
on this issue pending in the Delaware Senate. Accordingly, Delaware Lawyer is 
already serving an educational function for lawyers, legislators and the public 
about a law that ultimately may have far reaching impact on labor and business in 
the State. 

By setting forth such vigorous objectives, the Delaware Bar Foundation has 
elevated the meaning of "pro bono publico" to a more lofty, yet practical status. 
Clearly, it is critical for both the legal community and the public to come to a 
mutual understanding about a much misunderstood individual: a lawyer. Moreover, 
by taking such steps, those in Delaware's legal profession have indicated a desire to 
be seen as more than members of some clandestine cabal, plotting to take 
advantage of every loophole in the law for financial gain. 



This kind of realization or reawakening, if you will, is taking place throughout the 
country in other segments of our society. The movement is prompted by an 
awareness that government alone cannot solve all the problems we face. The 
private sector must become a working partner in our efforts to solve our problems 
and capitalize on our opportunities. Businesses, voluntary organizations, civic and 
religious groups, organized labor, educational and philanthropic institutions, 
service clubs and other similar entities with human and financial resources to 
contribute to a broad range of public service enterprises must all join in this 
reawakening of the American spirit. 

President Reagan has sought to lend support to the reawakening by naming a bi- 
partisan Task Force on Private Sector Initiatives, on which I am honored to serve. 
The mission of this task force is simple, but direct. Its premise is based on the fact 
that the greatness of America lies in the ingenuity of our people, the strength of our 
institutions, and our willingness to work together to meet the nation's needs. 

The President's Task Force on Private Sector Initiatives seeks to build on this 
special heritage, to encourage still greater contributions of voluntary effort and 
personal involvement, and to form a strong and creative partnership between the 
private sector and its public servants for the economic and social progress of 
America. In pursuit of its mission, the President's Task Force will enlist the active 
cooperation of the great private institutions of America -- the family, the church, 
the business concern, the union, the philanthropic organization, the civic 
association -- and every citizen who shares the belief that America's reliance on 
itself, rather than simply on its government, can be our greatest strength. 

In my role as chairman of the Governors Subcommittee of the Task Force, I have 
asked my colleagues in states across the nation to form similar task forces in their 
states. We are in the process of forming such a Task Force in Delaware, and it is 
my hope that the Task Force will be successful in identifying partnerships and 
programs to successfully address Delaware's most pressing needs. 

As the great American spirit is rekindled across the nation, here in Delaware I look 
to the legal community -- as guardians of the sacred trust that binds the public and 
the concept of the rule of law -- to lead the way in working vigorously for the 
common good. The birth of the Delaware Bar Foundation, with its high-minded 
objectives, testifies to the fact the legal community recognizes the challenge and is 
prepared to meet it. 
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